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Two months still remained of summer Caesar was now conveniently near to the German positions His army was in high spnits from its victory, and he himself was prompt m formiug resolutions and swift in executing them An injury to the JEdui could be tieated as an injury to the Romans, which it would be dishonor to pass ovei If the Germans were allowed to overrun Gaul, they might soon be seen again in Italy
Ariovistus was a " friend of Rome " Csesar had been himself a party to the conferring this distinction upon him As a friend, therefore, he was m the first instance to be approached Caesar sent to invite him to a conference Anovistus, it seemed, set small value upon his honors He replied that if he needed anything from Caesar, he would go to Caesar and ask for it If Caesar required anything from him, Caesar might do the same. Meanwhile Csesai was approaching a part of Gaul which belonged to himself by right of conquest, and he wished to know the meaning of the presence of a Roman army there
After such an answer, politeness ceased to be necessary. Csesar rejoined that since Anovistus estimated so lightly his friendship with the Romans as to refuse an amicable meeting, he would inform him briefly of his demands upon him The influx of Germans on the Rhine must cease no more must come in He must restore the hostages which he had taken from the JEdui, and do them no further hurt If Anovistus complied, the Romans would continue on good terms with him If not, he said that by a decree of the Senate the Governor of Gaul was ordered to protect the JEdui, and he intended to do it
Anovistus answered that he had not interfered with